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TO THE 


SUBSCRIBERS, FOR THE PROSPECT. 


HIS Number compleats the firft year of the Profpest, 

or View of the Moral World. We return our 
fincere thanks to thofe who have patronized and encou- 
raged a work of this kind; their individual exertions to 
promote the caufe of moral truth, itis conhdently hoped 
will meet a juft reward in the {cientilic refucitation of 
fature ages. The nature of morgl truth requires that 
its progrefs be flow ; but if flow, it is rendered certain, 
when not impeded by external force. The intelleGiual 
charafter of man enlarges the {phere of human confi- 
dence and gives to a dubious anxiety that f{trength and 
courage which the local predicamaents of human aflocia- 
tions cannot furnifh. ‘The former is immortal and de- 
fies the fucceflive ravages of time; while the latter is 
temporary, and fubjeted to diflipation by the incalcula- 
ble force of a thouland different caufes. ‘Vhe philofo- 
pher and the philanthropift fhould march with a firm andl 
fteady flep, and develope all their energies in the accom. 
plifhment of the moft important obje&,—that of render- 


fellow beings. A refult fo important muft be accom. 
plifhed by a combigation of individual efforts ; we chear- 
fully throw our mite into the general feale and for the 
purpofe 6f accelerating the caufe of moral truth fhai! 
continue this periodical publication with renewed 
confidence of its juccefs; efpecially as we have been 
afflured by many of our literary friends, that they will 
not be deficient in furnifhing collateral aid for the promo- 
tion of a caule fo interefting and important. 

It is the intention of the Editor to keep each years 
Profpect as feparate and different as poffible, fo far as 
the nature of the matter and the utility of the publicati- 
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on will poflibly warrant. Ir isan injury tothe caule of 
truth, and efpecialiy to a moral periodical work, to pre- 
fume upon a connection which has no exiltance. Truth is 
inherent in the nature of things and it ts mot neceflary for 
any one to know what a man thought laft year in order 
to decide upon the truth or corre&nels of his prefent re- 
fleions. We fhall publith the firft number of the Prot- 
pect, for the year eighteen hundred and five, on the firft 
Saturday of January next; this will leave a {mall chalm 
between the firlt and fecond years publication ; but this 
upon the propofed plan can produce no poilible tayury. 
It may, perhaps be objected that the chain of our com. 
ments upen the facred writing of the Jews and Chriftians 
will be broken; this would fallow of Courle upon any 
plan, on account of the imcoherence of the matters con- 
tained inthebible itrelf. It would be jaft as weil tobe. 
gin at revelation, and read and comment backward, as 
to begin at Genefis and proceed forward. ‘ere ts no 
connediion in the baok, either as to principle or fact, and 
whoever has examined it with an unprejudiced eye, will 
recognize the truth of this obfervation, Gomments there- 
fore, of the fecond year are perfectly diftinct from thole 
of the firft, and all the other principles advanced will 
reft upon the bafis of their own merit, without any fpe- 
cial anterior relationfhip-of any kind whatever. 
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TO THE EMPEROR OF GHINA. 
AUGUST SIRE, 

On the other hand, we fuppofe a rich, or noble, Chrif- 
tian, a profeficd difciple of the meek and lowly Jefus, to 
have half a dozen children: he has much more than is 
neceflary amply to fupply all his real,wants by an equal 
divifion of his property among them, but they cannot of 
courte be fe rich individually as himfelf, or make the fame 
parade after his death, or as if he had but one son and 
heir: this reflection mortifies his pride, from the idea 
that it will leilen the influence and confequence of his 
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name and family among his neighbours. What is to be 
done in fuch a cafe? His religion provides a falve for 
every fore, as well for the gratification as the humiliation 
of inordinate pride; therefore, after. having nourifhed, 
cherifhed, and fondly reared all his children to adult 
age, made them his companions and friends, and given 
them a tafle and high relifh for the pleafures of fociety 
—he folicits, and his religion provides, the tombs in 
in which to bury five of his children alive, folely to gratily 
his vanity iu {welling the fortune of his eldeft fon: from 
this execrable motive, he thufts the innocent imyjured 
viétins into lonely, gloomy, feparate cells, there to lin- 
ger out a long, long, tedious, cheerlefs, ulelels, fruitiels, 
folitary, paiatul life, in the privation of overy enjoyment 
ordained hy Heawen to make life iupporiadle; and for 
their comfort they are told they are married to Jefus. 
Yet will this fame Chriftian exclaim--—-U, the barbaraus 
Pagan !—Such is the Chriilian mode of reafoning, and 
thus are the are ignorant amuled ii not abufed. 

I cannot {uppofe that mothers in Afia have lefs natural 
afféction for their children than thofe in Kurope. I be. 
lieve that human nature is the faine every where, but 
that peculiar circumftances, fituations, cuftoms, and pre- 
judices may weaken, and fometimes overcome, natural 
ties. Thus, among Chriftians, we hear of mothers det- 
troying their new-born infants, not for want of tender- 
nefs, or fenfibility, but probably from an exceis of the . 
latter, and a confequent preportionate dread of public 
jhame aud dilgrace ; for, had the fame children been 
born in wedlock, it is more than probable that thofe fam: 
mothers would have been the moit fond and 1 doting. But 
as the Chinefe mothers are aGtuated by a different motive, 
it is to be prefumed they would jong ere this day have 


been relieved from the cruel neceility of deftroying their 
jupernumerary cuildren, had it been the fate of Chima 
to be fo fituated, or expoled, as to have been forced to 


receive frequent vifits from the l.uropean powers. 
But, notwithftanding the dreadtul conflict which muf 
neceffarily rage in the breaft of a mother before fhe ca 
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refolve on the extinétion of her ofispring ; urged on one 
fide by the dread of the certain infamy to the woman who 
juoakl be known to have produced a natural or illegiti- 
mate child, and refrained on the other fide by natural 


aiiechion, and the great danger and fatal confequences of 


detection; yet the Chriftian laws rigoroully ordain that 
the peor unhappy deiponding mother, who fhall be con- 
viied of fuch an ac t, hail fuffer an ignominious death, 
(may Fieaven ever prelerve me from being in any way 
iitrumencal in fuch a verdict!) while the man before 
menuoned, who deftroys his theufands ina day, is ex- 
tciled as a hero, or a God; the act is appauded as highly 
miciitorious, and largely recompenfed with riches and 
honours.— This once provoked a Chriftian poet, who is 
now a bill hop, to exciaun, 


“One murder makes a villain, 
** Millions a hero— Princes are priviledg’d 
“To kill, and numbers fanGtify the crime. 
“O! why will kings forget that they are men! 
‘¢ And men that they are brethren !” 


Judging of your Majefty’s talents and virtues from 
ceneral opinion and report, I have prefumed that only 
plain rer | would be acceptable, and have therefore cau- 
tioufly avoided the ordinary ftvle of European dedications, 
which contain little more than fulfom flattery. and asa 
periona ge of your diflinguifhed abilities muft agree in 
opinion with the Englifh Bith: ps, that kings are but men, 


and 3 all men are brethren, whetont their origin be found. 
ej on the ancient Chinefe, or modern Molaic chronology ; 
it being in res numble opinion of far leis confequence 


to eftablilh the date, or place, of the origin of our firlt 
athers, than to find out if poflible for what purpofe we 
are placed here, aad to firive to anfwes the prefumed 


end of our creation, as rational beings. 


With traly cordial and fraternal affeGion I falute’your 


Majelly ; aud when thefe my feeble eflays fhall be laid 
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at your feet, I pray you to receive them with brotherly 
kindnefs and indulgence ; and to be pleafed to recollect, 
that the Author is a Citizen of a country whofe laws and 
conftitution are as free from religious prejudices as thole 
of China, and the people as little difpofed to invade the 
peace, happineds, or territory of other nations, either for 
the purpofe of poffeflion, or converfion, being content with 
the abundant portion of bleflings which bounteous Hea- 
ven has already lavilhed on them. 


FE. CHURCH.—an AMERICAN. 
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BAPTISM. 








Baptifm, a Greek word, fignifying immerfion: men 
being ever led by their fenfes, eafily came to fancy that 
what wafhed the body likewife cleanfed the foul. In 
the vaults under the Egyptian temples we large tubs for 
the abolutions of the priefls and the initiated. The In- 
dians, from time immemorial, purified themfelves in the 
Ganges, and the ceremony {till fubfifts among them.— 
The Hebrews adopted it, baptizing all profylites wl.o 
would not fubmit to be circumcifed ; efpeciaily the wo- 
men, as exempt from that operation, except in Ethio- 
pia only, were baptized; it was as regeneration; it 
imparted a new foul among them, as in Egypt. Con- 
cerning this, fee Epiphanius, Maimonides, and the Ge- 


‘mara. 


John baptized in the Jordan; he baptized even Je- 
fus Chrift himfelf, who, however, never baptized any 
one, yet was pleaied to confecrate this ancient ceremo- 
ny. All figns are of themfelves indifferent, and God 
annexes his grace to fuch as he thinks fit to choofe. Bap- 
tiim foon became the principle rite, and the feal of 
Chriftianity. The firft-fifteen bifhops of Jerufalem were 
a!l circumcifed, and there is no certainty of their having 
ever been baptized. 
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In the firft ages of Chriftianaty, this facrament was 
abufed, nothing being more common than to delay bap. 
tifm till the agony of death; of this the Emperor Con. 
ftantine is no flight proof. This was his way of rea- 
foning: Baptifm wafhes away all fin, fo that I may kill 
my wife, my fon, and all my relations, them [ll get 
myfelf baptifed, and fo go to Heaven; and he aéted ac. 
cordingly. Such an inftance carried danger with it, 
and, by degrees, the cuftom of delaying the facred 1]a- 
ver till death, wore oft. 

The Greeks always adbered to bapifm by immer. 
fion; but the Latins, towards the end of the eight cen- 
tury, having extended their religion over Gayl and 
Germany, and feeing that immerfion in cold countries 
did not agree with children, fobfiruted in its ftead al- 
perfion, or fprinkling, for which they were often. ana- 
thematized by the Greek church. 

St. Cyprian, bifhop of Carthaze, being afked whether 
they, whofe body had been ealy fprinkled, were really 
baptifed ; he anfweres, in his zoth letter, that feveral 
churches did not hold them to be Chriftians; that he 
does, but withal, what grace they have, is. infinitely 
lefs than that of thofe who, according to the primitive 
rite, had been dipped three times. , 

After immerfion a Chriftian became initiated; where- 
as before he was only a catechumen; Dut initiation re- 
quited fecurities and fponfors, who were called by a 
name anfwerable to that of godfathers, that the church 
might be fure of the fidelity of the new Chriftians, and 
the facred myfteries be not divulged. Wherefore du- J 
ring the firft centuries, the Pagans in general, knew as 
little of the Chriftian myfieries, as the Chriftians did of 
the mytteries-of fis and Eleufis. 

Cyril of Alexandria, in a writing of his againft the 
Emperor Julian, delivers himielf thus; “*] weeks {pe: ik 
a word of baptifm, did [ not fear, that what I fay might 
come to thefe who are not initiated.” 

Children were baptized fo early as the fecond centyry, 
it being, indeed, very natural that Chriftians fhoutd be 
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folicitous for this facrament to be adminiftered to their 
children, as without it they would be damned ; aml, at 
length, it was concluded thatthe time of adminiftration 
fhould be at the end of eight days, in imitation of the 
Jews adminiftering circumcifion. ‘The Greek church 
{till retains this cuftom: However, in the third century, 
the cuftom prevailed of not being baptized till near death. 


A a FOL PENS EAS IER TCLS PTD 


SUPERSTITIOUS CREDULITY IN CASES OF 
MURD#R. 

An opinion has prevailed tor many ages, that \° the 
reat murderer of a perlon were to touch the dead bady, 
fuper natural proofs of guilt would immediately appear by 
the iffuing of blood from t'2 decealed. This eptnion is 
expoled to the inoft infurmountable objections, am ought 
never to be received in any cale sianaie in Seprem- 
ber laft a bay was murdered in the city of Bakimore, and 
aneighbouring boy was fufpected to be the perpetrator of 
this horrid act. Recourfe was had to the ancient ordeak 
of bleod ; appeal was made to fupernatural power to de- 
cide the important quettion of guilt or innoceace. The 
account which has been publifhed in the newfpapers 
ftates, that the experiment terminated: in a popular de- 
monftration of guilt againit the fulfpected boy. He plac- 
ed his hand upon the wound, and frefh blood is faid to 
have iflued; other perfons are fail to have done the fame 
but without producing the fame elect. Hence creduli- 
ty becomes confirmed and rivited in the errors of anti- 
guity. It is impoflible in the naturg¢ of tthe cafe that any 
fuch evidences of guilt fhould appéar; ‘The circulati- 
ons had ftopped and nothing fh rt of a miracle could 
have revived their action fo as” to difcriminate between 
the real murderer and thofe who were iunecent. If it 
is prefumed that God would interpofe in fuch a cale, 
why not make the dead body fpeak at one and delare 
in an audible voice, that’s the nan who murdered me. 
This would place the matter beyond doubt, and would 
be avery important miracle worth working. Butit will 
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be faid that the ifluing of blood is equally convincing ; 
this ic mot the fact. In the firft place no blood ever if- 
fued from a dead body upon the fimple touch of the fin- 
gers, unlefs the prefsure was made upen the place pre- 
vioufly wounded; in fuch cafe there might be a dif- 
charge of blood or fomething like it. If it fhould be 
asked why this fhould happen from the touch of one 
perfon and not from another, the anfwer is, that guilt or 
even the fufpicion of guilt gives to the hand atremulous 
agitation which does not exiit tm the hand of unfufpect- 
ed innocence. ‘This circumftance of itfelf might caufe 
fomething hke blood toiisue from the wound; but fuch 
a fact ought not to be admitted as evidence of guilt. Per- 
haps the fame manner of laying on the hand and the 
fame degree cf prefsure from another perfon would pro- 
duce.the tame eflect. In fome cafes all the hands of guilt 
and innocence would produce no effect at all; in others 
only for a few times, and in others peculiar pofitions, and 
circum{tances not immediately under the eye of the {pec- 
tators might decide the eternal deftiny of an innocent 
man. So long as fociety will liften to this kind of evi- 
dence there will be no pofitive fafety for virtue, and the 
moft accomplifhed villian will fometimes go unpunifhed. 
We had better go back at once to the age of chivalry— 
Fire and water ordeals, and to all the nonfenfe of anti- 
quity. 


F I N. TtS. 
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